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This is Public Health
2017

Public health promotes and protects the health of people and the communities where they live,
learn, work and play. While a doctor treats people who are sick, those of us working in public
health try to prevent people from getting sick or injured in the first place. We also promote
wellness by encouraging healthy behaviors.
From conducting scientific research to educating about health, people in the field of public health
work to assure the conditions in which people can be healthy. That can mean vaccinating children
and adults to prevent the spread of disease. Or educating people about the risks of alcohol and
tobacco. Public health sets safety standards to protect workers and develops school nutrition
programs to ensure kids have access to healthy food.
Public health works to track disease outbreaks, prevent injuries and shed light on why some of us
are more likely to suffer from poor health than others. The many facets of public health include
speaking out for laws that promote smoke-free indoor air and seatbelts, spreading the word
about ways to stay healthy and giving science-based solutions to problems.
Public health saves money, improves our quality of life, helps children thrive and reduces human
suffering. (APHA, 2017)
Somerset County Department of Health continues in its ongoing efforts to protect the health of all
people in our county.

This IS Public Health!
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2017 was a busy year for Somerset
County Department of Health in our
continuing efforts to protect the
community from a variety of factors
that can affect individual and
community health.

Public health promotes and
protects the health of people and
the communities where they live,
learn, work and play. While a
doctor treats people who are sick,
those working in public health try
to prevent people from getting
sick or injured in the first place.
From conducting scientific
research to inspecting potential
community hazards to educating
about health, SCDOH works to
assure the conditions in which
people can be healthy.
See This is Public Health

The SCDOH environmental
health staff protects the
community by interpreting and
enforcing applicable local, state
and federal laws regarding
sanitary standards in food,
water supplies, garbage
disposal, sewage disposal and
housing maintenance.
See Sanitary Inspections

Somerset County Department of
Health inspects and regulates
restaurants, grocery stores, and other
retail food facilities to assure
compliance with safety and sanitation
rules. SCDOH also investigates and
controls disease outbreaks linked to
retail food facilities.
See Consumer & Environmental
Health

SCDOH’s Health Education Team is
responsible for traditional teaching
and print offerings, and also
provides integrated support to the
daily and emergency operation of
the health department. They work
to design meaningful and cost
effective health education and
health promotion programs, and
help to assure appropriate policies
exist or are created to provide
healthier community opportunities
in Somerset County.
See Health Education & Health
Promotion

The Health
Department’s Communicable Disease
Program tracks diseases in the county
to help keep residents from getting
sick. Of concern are conditions that
can be spread through air, touch, or
contact with others. Through these
efforts, SCDOH works to prevent
disease outbreaks in our community.
See Communicable Disease
Prevention & Control
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The Environmental Compliance
and Enforcement Team, under the
County Environmental Health Act,
operates via a grant agreement
from the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection.
Known as CEHA, this county team
works to ensure compliance with
state regulations on air pollution,
noise pollution, pesticide control,
solid waste management and
surface and groundwater quality.
See Environmental Compliance &
Enforcement

The Somerset County Local Information
Network Communications System
(LINCS) electronically connects public
health professionals and community
partners to assure prompt notification
of public health situations. Through
the LINCS information system and our
website, SCDOH regularly disseminates
important health advisories, alerts,
information texts and updates to
subscribers.
See Routine & Emergency Public
Health

The Somerset County Public Health
Preparedness and Response Team
works to promote planning, training
and coordination between public and
private sector agencies to protect the
health of the community during routine
or emergency operations.
See Public Health Preparedness &
Response

The Morris-Somerset Regional
Chronic Disease Coalition (RCDC)
has a main goal to increase chronic
disease and cancer awareness,
reduce the burden of chronic
disease and the impact of cancer on
all residents in the region through
improved education, screening and
access to treatment and follow-up.
See Chronic Disease Prevention

Many agencies in the community are
valuable partners in helping SCDOH
meet the public health needs of the
people of Somerset County. SCDOH
appreciates working with these agencies,
and applauds their ongoing efforts to
help make Somerset County a healthy
place to live, work, and play.
See Key Community Partners

SCDOH public health response to
health threats is due in part to
the ongoing support of the
Somerset County Board of
Chosen Freeholders
See Back Cover

Sanitary Inspections
2017

Somerset County Department of Health inspects and regulates
restaurants, grocery stores and other retail food facilities to assure
compliance with safety and sanitation rules.
SCDOH also investigates and controls disease outbreaks
linked to retail food facilities.

TYPE 1

TYPE 2

Minimal food
preparation &
handling of
potentially
hazardous foods

Limited food
preparation &
heat / cool
potentially
hazardous foods

INSPECTIONS

16

TYPE 3
Complex food
preparation and
heat / cool
potentially
hazardous foods

INSPECTIONS

INSPECTIONS

Mobile Food
Inspections

268

Temporary
Inspections

Food

72

Plan reviews
for new or
remodeled
establishments

Consumer & Environmental Health
2017
Plan reviews 128
Consultations 269
Summons issued 74
Violation notices 310
Court proceedings 124
Lab reports reviewed 1153
SCDOH Sanitary Inspections
Inspections

Re-Inspections

1164

3

Hotels

1

1

Child Day Cares

46

2

Public Recreational
Bathing (pools, hot tubs)

101

41

Multiple Dwelling
Re-Occupancy

Youth Camps /
Campgrounds

10 closed for health
and safety violations

9

0

Public Health Nuisances 796 Enforcement Actions 525
Septic System Constructions/Alterations 27

System Investigations 15
Animal Bite Investigations 94
Rabid/Suspected rabid animal bites 19
Unimmunized domestic animals confined for rabies observation 3

Environmental Compliance
& Enforcement 2017
County Environmental Compliance & Enforcement (CEHA)
2017 CEHA Activities Included:
•

Assuring drinking water by inspecting public non-community wells. This
includes water served to the public at restaurants, day care centers, schools,
parks, golf courses and office buildings.

•

Responding to air quality complaints and improving the quality of life for
those residents impacted by odors, dust and idling vehicles.

•

Evaluating construction & demolition projects for compliance with a
multitude of environmental issues, including solid waste & recycling
management and storm water protection.

•

Assuring the safe & legal transportation of solid waste through
investigations of garbage collection, transport and disposal.

Health Education & Promotion
2017
To work towards a healthier community, SCDOH’s Health Education
program provides traditional teaching and print offerings, and also
includes a wider range of 9 services to improve the health of people
and businesses in Somerset County.
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Resources

Health Education & Promotion
Highlights
2017

Additional Community Outreach:
•
•
•

•
•

Reached business and employees at
the Workplace Wellness Expo
Coordinated Flu Shot Clinics for
Somerset County adults
Created Norovirus Prevention and
Response Pictograms in partnership
with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention
To Your Health! Food Safety
Awareness for Seniors provided to
Senior Clubs
Assisted in the development of a
county-wide Code Blue plan for cold
weather events

Health Education & Promotion
2017
Provided 10 no-cost foodhandler
classes for licensed food
establishments;
123 food workers were trained
Public health outreach at various
community events: Independence Day
Celebration, Community Day Festivals,
Canal Fest, Somerset County 4H Fair

12 Press Releases on Emerging Health
Issues * 6 Public Health Focus
newsletters published in print and online
* Social Media outreach on 47 public
health topics

Partnerships with the Healthier Somerset and
Healthier Middlesex Coalitions to begin
implementing 2 Community Health
Improvement Plans (“CHIPs”) that cover our
service area

Fight-the-Bite! programs to address issues
related to mosquito and tick-borne diseases;
Offered programs to government officials;
parks & public works employees and the
general public

Partnering with the Municipal Alliance for
parenting programs / substance abuse
prevention activities

Conducted outreach at back-to-school nights
at elementary and secondary schools, reaching
an estimated 1200 parents

Disease Prevention & Control
2017
Somerset County
Disease Prevention Services
160
13
168

Visits to Child Health Clinics
Physical Exams to uninsured children
Childhood Immunizations provided

33

Childcare / Pre-K School Immunization Audits

75

K-12 School Immunization Audits

333

Adult Immunizations Provided

308

Individuals Received Care at SCDOH clinics

1256

Adult Referrals to medical follow-up, support
programs, and/or accessible medical services

Disease Prevention & Control
2017

•
•

2017

Confirmed
communicable
diseases in
Somerset County

Probable case = no lab confirmation
Possible case = some clinical features, but not lab confirmed

Chronic Disease Prevention
2017
When it comes to chronic diseases, early detection is the best protection.
The Morris-Somerset Regional Chronic Disease Coalition (RCDC)
works towards improved education, screening
and access to treatment to reduce the burden of these diseases.

Awareness Activities
Awareness month activities typically include proclamations, educational events, press
releases and referral for screenings.
Cervical Cancer
Radon Awareness
Colon Cancer

Skin Cancer
Melanoma Monday
Ovarian Cancer

Breast Cancer
Diabetes Month
Lung Cancer Month

Community Events
Event based outreach in the community can take many forms including providing
seminars, participation in fairs and festivals and co-sponsoring health activities. Some
highlights from 2017 include:
Heart Health Program for community members
Sun Safety Events
Cancer Symposium
Farmers Market voucher distribution
HPV Program for community and health care professionals
Advocacy for Smoke-Free Parks and Complete Streets
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Public Health Preparedness
2017

LINCS System
Routine and emergency communications throughout the public health system is important for targeted
response to community health issues. The Somerset County Local Information Network Communications
System (LINCS) electronically connects public health professionals and community partners to assure
prompt notification of public health situations. Through the LINCS information system, SCDOH regularly
disseminates important health advisories, alerts, information texts and updates to subscribers.

LINCS Team Staff sent out regular messages on subjects ranging
from the flu, rabies and food recalls.
Public Health Alert
Example

Public Health
Advisory Example

Confirmed Measles
Case with Exposures
in Hudson County

More Than a Dozen
People in 3 NJ Counties
May Have Been
Exposed to Rabid Kitten

6 Alerts

15 Advisories

Public Health
Update Example

Public Health
Information Example

Rabies Guidance
for Veterinarians

Staying Healthy
During the
Agricultural Fair
Season

31 Public Health

164 Public Health

Updates

Information Notices

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
SomersetCountyNJ

Follow us on Twitter!
twitter.com/schealth
dept

Getting Social
Public health communications are only effective when they reach the people in our communities.
Our Health Education and LINCS Team is increasing SCDOH’s presence in a variety of electronic
page 15
venues and formats to better serve the public health needs in Somerset County.

Public Health Preparedness
2017

Biological

Chemical &
Radiological

Natural Disasters

Explosions

In 2017, the Somerset County LINCS Team participated in a
variety of drills, exercises and planning sessions:
With Public Health Agency Partners the Central West Region
(Somerset –Hunterdon-Mercer counties)
•
•
•

Fixed Facilities POD exercise
Emergency Preparedness and Outbreak
Prevention/Response for Long Term Care
Full Scale POD Exercise

With the New Jersey Department of Health
•
•
•

Gotham Shield Functional Exercise participation
Joint Public Information Exercise
Emergency Response Call-Down Exercise

With Somerset County

• “ Helping Neighbors Recover from Storms” focus group
• Emergency Hotline Set-up and Testing
• Fixed facilities Community Partner Tabletop Training
Exercise
• Municipal and County Drive Thru Flu Shot Clinic –
provided 97 vaccinations to the public &
First Responders

Community Partners
2017
Many agencies in the community are valuable partners in helping
SCDOH meet the public health needs of the
people of Somerset County.

SCDOH appreciates working with these agencies, and
applauds their ongoing efforts to help make Somerset
County a healthy place to live, work and play.
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Somerset County
Department of Health
provides local health
services to the following
municipalities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bedminster
Far Hills
Franklin
Manville
North Plainfield
Raritan
Somerville

2018 Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Patrick Scaglione, Freeholder Director
Brian D. Levine, Freeholder Deputy Director
Patricia L. Walsh, Freeholder
Mark Caliguire, Freeholder
Brian G. Gallagher, Freeholder
The staff of Somerset County Department of Health
acknowledges the County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
whose positive support and involvement is vital to our
public health efforts.
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