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PUBLIC HEALTH & YOUR COMMUNITY
Public Health Assurance

Collaborative Development Around Specific
Community Health Needs
Rapidly Respond to Emergent Public Health
Issues
Provide Community Health Services

Somerset County
Department of
Health provided
local health services
to the following
municipalities:

Bedminster
Far Hills

Franklin
Manville
North Plainfield
Raritan
Rocky Hill*
Somerville

*

Provided through 6/30/2015

Develop Programs to Address Community
Health Gaps
Conduct Community Health Assessments
Provide Boards of Health with Relevant
Materials and Resources to Make Informed
Decisions
Conduct Health Inspections and Other
Programs to Protect the Health of Community
Members
Assure Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Communicate and Educate on Public Health
Issues

Environmental Compliance & Enforcement (CEHA)
Somerset County Department of Health

CEHA PROFILE

Air Pollution

The Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Team, under the County
Environmental Health Act, operates via a grant agreement from the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Known as CEHA, our
county team works to ensure compliance with state regulations on:
Air pollution
Noise pollution
Pesticide control
Solid waste management
Surface and Groundwater Quality

Noise Pollution
2015 Activities included:
Assuring safe drinking water by inspecting public non-community wells.
This includes water served to the public at restaurants, day care
centers, schools, parks, golf courses and office buildings.

Pesticide Control

Responding to air quality complaints and improving the quality of life
for those residents impacted by odors, dust and idling vehicles.
Evaluating construction & demolition projects for compliance with a
multitude of environmental issues, including solid waste & recycling
management and storm water protection.
Assuring the safe & legal transportation of solid waste through
investigations of garbage collection, transport and disposal.

Solid Waste

Surface water &
ground water quality

Continuing to provide free compliance assistance to contractors and
landscapers seeking NJDEP-approval to haul self-generated solid waste.

Chronic Disease Prevention & Control
Somerset County Department of Health

The Morris-Somerset RCDC
has a mission to prevent
premature death and
disability from chronic
diseases such as cancer, to
understand risk factors of
chronic disease and to
promote healthy behaviors.

CHRONIC DISEASES
Early Detection, Best Protection
The Morris-Somerset Regional Chronic Disease Coalition (RCDC)
has a main goal to increase chronic disease and cancer
awareness, reduce the burden of chronic disease and the impact
of cancer on all residents in the region through improved
education, screening and access to treatment and follow-up.

2015 Awareness Activities
Awareness month activities typically include proclamations,
educational events, press releases, and referrals for screenings.
Cervical Cancer Month
Radon Awareness Month
Colon Cancer Month
Skin Cancer Month
Melanoma Monday

The Morris-Somerset RCDC
is made possible by a grant
from the New Jersey
Department of Health
Office of Cancer Control and
Prevention.

Ovarian Cancer Month
Breast Cancer Month
Diabetes Month
Lung Cancer Month

Community Events
Event-based outreach in the community can take many forms
including providing seminars, participation in fairs and festivals
and co-sponsoring health activities. Some highlights from 2015
include:
Heart Health Program for community members
Sun Safety Events
Installation of bicycle rack in targeted municipalities
“Strengthening our schools response to cancer” symposium
Farmers Markets voucher distribution
HPV program for community and health care professionals
RCDC sponsor for statewide GYN symposium for health
professionals and community members

Advocacy
Smoke Free Parks
Complete Streets

Communicable Disease Prevention & Control
Somerset County Department of Health
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES Project Profile
HPV VACCINE is CANCER PREVENTION
Immunization is one of
the most successful and
safest public health
interventions available
for HPV prevention

SCDOH received funding
to strengthen the
county’s immunization
infrastructure and
increase the capacity to
implement public health
programs, policies and
services addressing
vaccine-preventable
diseases.

With a grant from the National Association of County and City
Health Officials (NACCHO), SCDOH brought together a variety of
local public health partners to identify ways to prevent cancer by
improving HPV vaccination rates in Somerset County.

Despite the availability of the HPV vaccine, coverage rates remain
alarmingly low. The NJ rate for immunization is only hovering
around 45%, which trails behind national trends. In comparison,
high coverage rates for other adolescent vaccines make it clear
that widespread HPV vaccination is possible in the U.S., in New
Jersey, and in Somerset County.

Clearly, a renewed focus and collaborative interventions are
necessary to identify and remove barriers to vaccination.
Somerset County Department of Health is proud to be a leader in
such efforts.

Health Education & Health Promotion
Somerset County Department of Health
To work towards a healthier
community, SCDOH’s
Health Education program
provides traditional teaching
and print offerings, and also
includes a wider range of
services to improve the
health of people and
businesses in our towns.
Our Health Educators provide
integrated support to the
daily operation of the health
department. They coordinate
with other community
agencies to create programs,
policies and environmental
changes to improve the
health status of our region.

HEALTH EDUCATION PROFILE
2015 Highlights include:
Provided no-cost basic foodhandler classes for workers in licensed
food establishments
Working to implement two Community Health Improvement Plans
(CHIPs) -- the Somerset County CHIP with RWJ Somerset and the
Middlesex/Somerset County CHIP with the Community Health
Consortium of Central NJ
Conducted the national pilot of the Recall Ready webinar program for
industry, in partnership with the National Environmental Health
Association
With Franklin Township Community Resources, established the
Growing Healthy program in Franklin; a successful community
gardening project for children in the summer care program
Worked with Somerset County Emergency Management and Human
Services to begin identifying ways to address access and functional
needs in emergency shelters in Somerset County
Continued to develop, teach and further distribute SCDOH’s Food
Defense training program.
Additional Community Outreach:
Antibiotics Resistance Education
Diabetes Self-Management Program
Fight the Bite
Health Services Fairs
Poison Prevention Education Program
Flu Shot Voucher Distribution
Library Based Nutrition Programs
Vaccination Outreach with Somerset County Public Schools

Essential to this process is
networking and outreach
with businesses, government
agencies and groups to design
meaningful and cost effective
programs, and to help assure
appropriate policies exist
or are created to provide
healthier community
offerings in Somerset County.

Public Health Preparedness & Response
Somerset County Department of Health

What are
Public Health Threats?
Biological threats can be
natural, accidental, or
deliberate. They include
viruses, bacteria, parasites,
fungi or their toxins that can
cause illness or death in
people, animals, or plants.
They are spread through air,
water, or food. Examples of
biological threats include flu
viruses or bacteria that
contaminate foods.

PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE PROFILE
The Somerset County Public Health Preparedness and Response Team
works to promote planning, training and coordination between public
and private sector agencies to protect the health of the community
during routine or emergency situations.
2015 Activities Included:
Communication Drills with the New Jersey Department of Health

Natural Disasters include heat
waves, snow or ice storms,
earthquakes, hurricanes, and
floods.

Preparedness exercises with Somerset County Emergency
Management
Enhancing our competencies with the CDC Strategic National Stockpile
Mobile Preparedness Training
Provided ongoing Special Event trainings

Chemical and Radiological
materials released accidentally
or intentionally could create
large-scale public health
emergencies, especially in
densely populated areas.

Explosions by far the most
common cause of casualties
associated with terrorism –
can result in large numbers of
casualties with complex
injuries not commonly seen
after natural disasters such as
floods or hurricanes.

www.cdc.gov/phpr

Coordinating & training Medical Reserve Corps Volunteers
Conducting local surveillance and community education in response
to Ebola
Providing public and first responder drive-thru flu clinics

Routine & Emergency Public Health
Somerset County Department of Health

Public Health Alert
Potential Exposure of
NJ Residents to
Confirmed Measles
Case – Middlesex
County

PREPAREDNESS COMMUNICATIONS
LINCS System
Routine and emergency communications throughout the public
health system is important for targeted response to community
health issues. The Somerset County Local Information Network
Communications System (LINCS) electronically connects public
health professionals and community partners to assure prompt
notification of public health situations. Through the LINCS
information system, our department regularly disseminates
important health advisories, alerts, information texts and
updates to subscribers.

2015 Activities Included:

Public Health Advisory
Upcoming Fourth of
July Events and Public
Health Preparedness
Recommendations

Facilitating New Jersey Department of Health trainings in:
Persuasion, Cultural Competency, Disaster Preparedness
and Media Communications
Conducting a series of call-down drills involving health
department professionals, emergency management
coordinators, local health officers and Visiting Nurses
Associations
Increasing SCDOH’s community public health presence in
social media venues such as Twitter and Facebook

Public Health
Information

Free Webinar for
Retail Food
Establishments in
New Jersey

Community Wellness Services
Somerset County Department of Health

Communicable
Diseases
A case classification system
is something public health
uses for tracking diseases.
Cases are typically
classified as one of the
following:

Communicable Disease Monitoring - 2015

635

463

279

A probable case meets
clinical case definition and
has laboratory results that
are consistent with the
diagnosis, yet do not meet
the criteria for laboratory
confirmation, therefore is
not considered confirmed.

177

A possible case has some
compatible clinical findings
but does not meet the
criteria to be considered
confirmed.

A confirmed case of disease
can either be laboratory
confirmed or
epidemiologically linked.

Disease Prevention Services
260 childhood immunizations in Child Health Clinics
189 adult immunizations provided

SCDOHFinancial
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Somerset
EBOLA Response
Public health response to infectious disease
encompasses medical and epidemiological
components, as well as education, administrative and
supportive staff– working as a coordinated team. All
local public health staff, regardless of job title, are
essential personnel in SCDOH’s mission to prevent,
respond to, and control community outbreaks.

Public health response to
infectious disease
encompasses medical and
epidemiological
components, as well as
education, administrative
and supportive
staff– working as a
coordinated team.

All local public health
staff, regardless of job
title, are essential
personnel in SCDOH’s
mission to prevent,
respond to, and control
community outbreaks.

In response to the Ebola crisis in West Africa and the potential for cases
to be reported in Somerset County, a collaborative effort of planning
involving key partners and stakeholders such as public health, medical
centers, dispatch centers, EMS, fire service and law enforcement
agencies was initiated. To streamline communication and ensure
consistent messages to all first responders, SCDOH used the
Community Health Alert Information Network (CHAIN), to provide
regular situation reports and CDC and NJDOH updates to public health
stakeholders. In addition, SCDOH had direct involvement in countywide Ebola surveillance and active post-arrival monitoring of travelers
from Ebola impacted countries.
The rise of concerns and misperceptions surrounding Ebola prompted
the need to provide the public with timely and appropriate risk
communications and health education. SCDOH disseminated CDC and
NJDOH publications and materials to affected communities and
community leaders, and also gathered and distributed additional
resources in attempts to meet cultural and linguistic concerns from
residents.
Through these efforts, the SCDOH team provided rapid and sustained
prevention response for the Somerset County service area.

Key Community Partners
Somerset County Department of Health

Many agencies in the
community are valuable
partners in helping
SCDOH meet the public
health needs of the
people of Somerset
County.

SCDOH appreciates
working with these
agencies and others,
applauding their
ongoing efforts to help
make Somerset County a
healthy place to live,
work and play.

The staff of Somerset County Department of Health would like to
acknowledge
the County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
whose positive support and involvement is vital
to our public health efforts.

Patricia A. Walsh, Director
Peter S. Palmer, Deputy Director
Mark Caliguire

Brian D. Levine
Patrick Scaglione

Somerset County Department of Health
27 Warren Street, PO Box 3000
Somerville, New Jersey 08876
908-231-7155
www.co.somerset.nj.us/health

Thank you notes from children in
Somerset County

