






58)	M ount Bethel Baptist Meeting House, 
	 Mount Bethel Road & Mountainview Road
	NR  6-3-76    SR 12-22-75
This meeting house was constructed in 1786, in part with materials salvaged from an earlier 
structure, by the county’s First Baptist congregation.  It is one of the few 18th century timber-
frame meeting houses in New Jersey that retains much of its original character.  It retains 
its very early exterior and interior appearances because many of the original features were 
retained in subsequent building modifications.  There were significant changes made to the 
structure in 1839 and 1887 as styles and customs of worship evolved.  The meeting house is a 
representative example of the simple church structures erected throughout the United States 
in the 18th century and reflects the austerity and frugality practiced by the congregation at 
that time.  It is maintained by the Warren Township Historic Sites Committee and is open 
by appointment only.  For further information call (732) 271-1596.
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HISTORIC SITES
56)	 Baker-Duderstadt Farmstead, Dubois Road

NR Pending Approval    SR Pending Approval
The Duderstadt barn is a unique structure, not just in Somerset County, but also in the State 
of New Jersey.  The barn is a two-story fachwerk or German half-timbered barn.  Historical 
evidence indicates that the barn was constructed in 1847.  The interior and exterior walls 
are constructed of close–studded timbers with diagonal full-story timbers at the end 
panels.  Much of the structure still retains its rubble stone infill or nogging.  It also has the 
characteristic German jerkinhead or clipped gable roof.  German fachwerk construction 
only appears in isolated pockets in the United States such as Wisconsin, Missouri, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Texas.  Fachwerk barns are extremely rare.  
The barn was built by George Baker (original family name was Becker) who sold the farm 
to Hugo Duderstadt in 1878.  It remained in the Duderstadt family until 2000 when it 
was purchased by Somerset County.  Also on the site is a Victorian vernacular farmhouse 
constructed c. 1890 by Hugo Duderstadt and a number of significant outbuildings.  The 
house contains floor-to-ceiling, beaded-board wainscoting in every room.  Since the 
buildings are being restored, they are not open to the public.

57)	K irch-Ford House, 1 Reinman Road
	 NR 10-20-88    SR 9-15-88
The original section of this house was most likely constructed between 1766 and 1774 by 
Thomas Terrill, Sr.  It utilizes an H-bent frame a hallmark of Dutch-American architecture.  
The house has been expanded and altered several times over the past three centuries 
including a two-and a-half story four room section constructed circa 1795. After the death 
of Thomas Terrill Sr. his widow, Tryphena, married William Ford who was a private in the 
Middlesex County Militia during the American Revolution.  In the 1830s, the house was 
owned by Thomas Terrill, Jr. the first Clerk of Warren Township, Justice of the Peace, County 
Judge and County Commissioner of Deeds.  In 1857 the house was purchased by German 
immigrant John Kirch and it remained in the Kirch Family until 1978.  Since 1980 the house 
has been owned by Warren Township.  It is now operated by the Township Historic Sites 
Committee and is open to the public.  For information please call (732) 271-1596.
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