DRINKING WATER QUALITY

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) has recently reported that approximately one in eight private wells tested through the New Jersey Private Well Testing Act exhibit some form of contamination. Although contamination may be related to synthetic chemicals or naturally occurring metals, the presence of coliform bacteria is often referenced as being the most common problem for residential well owners. Left unchecked, bacterial contamination has the potential to cause gastrointestinal illness.
The Bridgewater Health Department is equipped to provide New Jersey-certified bacteriological water testing services. Sterile containers for the test are available at the Health Department Office. The test costs $7.00 for Bridgewater residents and $10.00 for businesses and non-residents. In most cases, accurate results can be provided within 24 hours of sample collection. The NJDEP recommends that homeowners that utilize individual wells for a primary water source check the bacteriological quality of the water at least once a year.
Additional water quality tests are also available for township residents upon request. The volatile organic chemical scan is suggested for residents that may have concerns about chemicals in their well water. The test can detect 60 different chemical contaminants. The cost of the chemical scan is $100.00. Samples can also be collected for the detection of lead, arsenic and nitrates, as well as other naturally occurring contaminants of concern. 
To request further information on water quality issues, or to arrange for testing, feel free to contact the Health Department by telephone at 908-725-5750 or by email at health@bridgewaternj.gov.

