PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS WEEK

SEPTEMBER 18 – 24, 2005




WHEREAS, Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in the United States and the second-leading cause of cancer-related death among American men; and
WHEREAS, a man is 33% more likely to develop prostate cancer than a woman is to get breast cancer with one in six American men developing prostate cancer in the course of his lifetime; and

WHEREAS, studies have shown that men with certain risk factors are more likely to develop prostate cancer, among the risk factors being; age, the most significant factor with most men with prostate cancer older than 65, family history, and a diet high in animal fats or meat; and

WHEREAS, in Somerset County individuals are diagnosed with cancer each week and ten individuals die of cancer each week; and 

WHEREAS, early detection and treatment often make the difference between life and death; and

WHEREAS, although prostate cancer is not yet preventable, screenings available include blood tests and physical examinations that can help detect the cancer at earlier, less dangerous stages.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rick Fontana, Director of the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, to help save lives and raise awareness of prostate cancer, do hereby proclaim September 18 – 24, 2005 as PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS WEEK and urge all residents to talk with family and friends about the importance of screening and early detection of prostate cancer to educate ourselves and others about this disease and to improve our ability to prevent, detect, treat, and ultimately cure prostate cancer.

GIVEN, under my hand and the Great Seal of the County of Somerset, this sixth day of September in the year of Our Lord two thousand and five.

ATTEST:

______________________________
_____________________________

Barbara A. Lucas, Clerk of the Board
Rick Fontana, Freeholder Director

